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PRISON REHABILITATION TO 
BE FOCUS OF UD CONFERENCE 
university of dayton 
University Relations 
Mark Pomerleau 
Dir., Information Services 
DAYTON, OHIO 45469 
(513) 229·3241/3242 
DAYTON, Ohio, February 10, 1977 -- TIle University of Dayton will be the host 
March 4-5 for an Ohio Program in the Humanities entitled "Prison Rehabilitation Re-
examined." 
The program opens }riday at 8 p.m. in the Kennedy Union Boll Theatre when the 
four principle speakers, all reno-vi!l.8d in the field of criminology, will state their 
positions on sttch issues as indeterminate sentencing, job training, educational pro-
grams, parole decisions, therapy-counseling, recidivism and behavior modification. 
Discussion, response and criticism will follow. 
This program is supported in part by a grant from the Ohio Program in the Human-
ities, a state-based program of the National Endowment for the Humanities, is a 
regular sponsor of conferences at which timely topics of current interest may be 
explored in a public forum by humanities scholars, practitioners and general citizens. 
The conference is free and open to the public, although those wishing to attend 
the Saturday luncheon should f:end reservations, accompanied by $3 to Howard Tolley, 
Jr. at Wilberforce Univers ity, Wilberforce, Ohio L15384. There is a February 27 dead-
line for luncheon reservations. 
The topic of prison renabilitation is coming at a time when the state legislature 
is reviewing a proposal f or new prison facilities, according to Tolley, an associate 
professor of political science at Wilberforce University who is project director for 
the conference. 
"The Ohio Penitentiary, which ,laS condemned and closed, is being re-opened. 
Lebanon Correctional Institute, which was built to house 1,200 has 2,000 inmates," 
Tolley said. "The central question to be asked in any forthcoming decision is whether 
prisons can or should rehabilitate criminals, or whether their primary responsibility 
is to deter crime and provide custody for the criminal. That concern will be the 
focus of the conference." 
The principle speakers are Nicholas N. Kittrie, an internationally known authority 
on constitutional and comparative law at tile Institute for Advanced Studies in Jus-
tice, American University; Simon Dinitz, a professor at Ohio State University who has 
won many teaching awards ; served as editor of scholarly journals and been consultant 
to local, state, nat i onal and international groups; Ysabel F. Rennie, a research 
associate at the Adademy for Contemporary Problems who is working on a book about the 
dangerous offender under a grant from the Eli Lilly Foundation, and Ernest van den 
Haag, a practicing psychoanalyst aLd social critic who has written seven books, in-
cluding his most rec':nt work, "Punishing Criminals . " 
The workshops begin at 9 a.m., Saturday in Kennedy Union. A session entitled, 
"The Ethics of Behavior Modification," will be led by Kittrie and Ellen Murray, a pro-
fessor of sociology at Wright state University, in room 31G , "Rehabilitation: A 
Conceptual Histor;)r," is the sub ject to be examined :'7 Rennie and Bud Leonard, Director 
of Talbert House and COPE, in Kennedy Union 311. "Rehabilitation versus Punishment" 
is the title of the workshop in r.oom 312 to be led by van den Haag and Brian Forschner, 
an assistant :profe ssor of crininal justice at UD. Dinitz and Tolley will address 
themselves to "Methods of Rehabilit ation" in 1")00 331. The concluding panel at 2 p. m. 
Saturday will explore the topic , "Alternatives to Rehabilitation . " 
The general format for each worksh0I- will be an initia l. presentation by each 
principal speaker after ,·:hich a '~'lvde:rat (?I' will direct questions from a panel comprised 
of university faculty , released offenders, and cOlrections personnel. Following that 
exchange, questions and discu;:;~d'i:")~l 'Will be opened to general participation. 
The conference is co.·sponsored by UD, Wilbe:,'force and Wright State Uni versi ties, 
The League of Women VotCl'S, Talbert House, COPE, Metropolitan Churches United and The 
Miami Valley Regional :?lanning Com'.J1i ssion. 
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